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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service ~C~)“~4
50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; 12-Month Petition Finding
on the Bull Trout
AGENCY: Fish andWildlife Service.
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of petition finding.

SUMMARY: The Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service) announces a 12-month finding
on a petition to list thebull trout
(Sal t’elinus confluentus) pursuant to the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (Act). The Servicefinds that
listing bull trout throughout its rangeis
not warranted at this time due to
unavailable or insufficient data
regarding the threats to and status and
population trends of the species within
Alaska and Canada. Sufficient
information is available, however, to
support a warranted finding to list bull
trout within theconterminous United
States. The Service, therefore,finds that
listing a distinct vertebrate population
segmentof bull trout residingin the
conterminousUnited Statesis
warranted,but precludeddueto other
higherpriority listing actions.The
Servicecontinuesto seekdataand
commentsfrom thepublic on thestatus
andthreatsto this species.
DATES: Thefinding reportedin this
documentwasmadeon June6, 1994.
Commentsandinformation maybe
submitteduntil furthernotice.
ADDRESSES: Commentsandmaterials
concerningthis petition maybe sentto
theField Supervisor,U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service,3704 Griffin LaneSE,
suite 102, Olympia,Washington98501.
The petition,finding, supportingdata,
comments,andmaterialsreceivedwill
beavailablefor public inspection,by
appointment,duringnormal business
hoursat theaboveaddress.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David C. Fredeiick,Field Supervisor
(seeADDRESSES section),at 206/753—
9440.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
Section4(b)(3)(B)of theEndangered

SpeciesAct, asamended(16U.S.C.
1531 et seq.),requiresthat for any
petitionto list a speciesasendangered
or threatenedthat presentssubstantial
scientific orcommercialinformation,a
finding mustbe madewithin 12 months
of thedateof receiptofthepetition on
whetherthepetitionedactionis (a) not
warranted,(b)warranted,or (c,

warrantedbut precludedfrom
immediateproposaiby otherpending
proposalsto list, delist,orreclassify
species.Such 12-monthfindingsareto
be publishedpromptly in theFederal
Register.If thefinding is warrantedbut
precluded,theServicewill, within 12
monthsof suchfinding, reevaluatethe
issueandagainmakeoneof thethree
findingsdescribedabovewith regardto
thepetition.

Thebull trout wasdesignatedasa
category2 candidatefor listing in the
conterminousUnited Statesin the
September18, 1985,Animal Notice of
Review (50 FR 37958).Category2
speciesarespeciesfor which the
Servicehassomeevidenceof
vulnerabilitybut for whichsubstantial
information is not currentlyavailableto
supportaproposalto list thespeciesas
endangeredorthreatened.

OnOctober30, 1992,theService
receivedapetition to list thebull trout
asanendangeredspeciesthroughoutits
rangefrom thefollowing conservation
organizationsin Montana:Alliance for
theWild Rockies,Inc.,Friendsof the
Wild Swan,andSwanView Coalition.
Thepetitionersalsorequestedthat
critical habitatbe designatedfor thebull
trout concurrentlywith thelisting. They
further requestedan emergencylisting
andconcurrentcritical habitat
designationfor bull trout populationsin
selectaquaticecosystemswherethe
biological informationindicatesthatthe
speciesis in imminentthreatof
extinction.

A 90-daypetition finding, published
May 17, 1993 (58 FR 28849),determined
that thepetitionershadprovided
substantialinformationindicating that
listing of thespeciesmay bewarranted.
The Serviceinitiatedarangewidestatus
reviewof thespeciesconcurrentwith
publicationof the90-dayfinding. The
periodof theService’sstatusreviewwas
extendeddueto insufficientstaff.

The Servicehascarefullyassessedthe
bestscientificandcommercial
information availableregardingthe
presentandfuturethreatsfacing the
bull trout. Thespecieshistoricallywas
widely distributedthroughoutthemajor
riversandtributariesof thePacific
Northwest,including sevenStates
(Alaska,Montana,Idaho,Washington,
Oregon,Nevada,andCalifornia)and
two CanadianProvinces(Albertaand
British Columbia).The specieshasbeen
extirpatedfrom most of thelarge
mainstemrivers in which it historically
occurred.The majority of remaining
individualsexist within headwater
streams.Thesefragmentedandisolated
populationsaresubjectto local
extirpation.

Thespeciesis threatenedwith
extinctionwithin theconterminous
UnitedStatesasaresultof aquatic
habitatdegradationdueto forest
managementpractices,roadbuildir.g,
dams,waterdiversions,mining, and
grazing,as well asfrom isolation,
competitionandhybridizationwith
non-nativefishes,andoverharvest,Even
populationsoccurringin wilderness
areas,whereland useimpactsare
minimal, arethreatenedby non-native
speciesandby isolation from other
populationssuchthatstochasticevents
might, in time, result in extirpation.

Differentamountsof scientificand
commercialdataareavailableon the
differentpopulationsof bull trout
throughoutits range.Thereis little
informationavailableregardingthe
existenceorstatusof bull trout in
Alaska.Sufficient monitoringdatato
documentthepossibledeclining
populationtrend in Canadais not
currentlyavailablein Servicefiles. As a
resultof theService’sstatusreview for
this species,theServicefinds that
listing bull trout throughoutits rangeis
not warrantedat this time dueto
unavailableor insufficientdata
regardingthethreatsto andstatusand
populationtrendsof thespecieswithin
AlaskaandCanada.

Sufficient information on the
biological vulnerabilityandthreatsto
thespeciesis, however,availableto
supporta warrantedfinding to list bull
trout within theconterminousUnited
States.TheServicehasidentifieda
nationalinterestin preservingspeciesin
theconterminousUnitedStates,even
thoughtheyalsooccurin Canadaand
Alaska.Examplesof caseswherethe
Servicehasusedan international
boundaryto definea distinct vertebrate
populationsegmentinclude:Grizzly
bear,bald eagle,marbledmurrelet,and
woodlandcaribou.

On September21, 1983 (48FR43098),
theServicepublishedasystemfor
prioritizing speciesfor listing. This
systemresultsin a listing priority
numberfrom I to 12 (with numberI as
themost threatened).Becauseof limited
staffand funding, theServicemustgive
priority to thelisting of specieswith a
listing priority of I through6. Giventhe
moderate,yet imminentthreatsfacing
bull trout residingin theconterminous
United States,theServiceassignsthe
listing priority numberof 9 to this
distinct vertebratepopulationsegment.

Section4(b)(3)(B)(iii) of theAct
providesthat petitionedactionsmaybe
foundto bewarranted,but precludedby
other listing actionswhenit is found
thattheServiceis makingexpeditious
progressin proposingandlisting
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speciesof plantsandanimalsthat are
imminently andhighly threatened.

Forthecurrentfiscal yearthat began
on October1, 1094, theServiceis
makingexpeditiousprogressto propose
andlist (within thesix conterminous
Stateswherebull trout reside),at least
80 plant andanimaltaxawith listing
priority numbersbetween2 and8. The
Service,therefore,finds that listing the
distinct vertebratepopulationsegnient
of bull trout residingin the
conterminousUnitedStatesis
warranted,but precludeddueto other
higher priority listing actions.Such
speciesare placedin categoryI of the
candidatespecies list.

More detailedinformation regarding
theabovedecisionsmaybe obtained
from theService’sOlympiaoffice (see
ADDRESSES above).
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